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Dear Annie: I just received a 
baby shower invitation that makes 
me feel more like a fundraising 
target than a loving family mem-
ber. 

I have hosted or attended at 
least 20 baby showers. There have 
always been games and prizes. 
This shower will include a diaper 
raffle, so that means an “entry 
fee.” Attendees are excluded from 
the game if they don’t pony up 
a package of diapers. They have 
also asked for a book instead of a 
card. I am an artist. I always create 
personal drawings on handmade 
paper tags as my card, but now I 
have to get a book. And then, of 
course, a gift from the baby regis-
try is expected. 

This mother-to-be is financially 
better off than my husband and I, 
so it’s not as though they can’t af-
ford diapers. It just seems greedy, 
rude and tacky. If I choose not to 
participate in the pay-per-play 
events, I will not only feel left out, 
but will be viewed as a cheapskate. 

I might add that we never 
received a thank-you note for the 
$400 wedding gift we sent several 
years ago. When did it become ac-
ceptable for a celebration of new 
life to become a crowdfunding 
event? — Appalled Invitee

Dear Appalled: It has never 
been acceptable, but it hasn’t 
stopped people from trying. 
And this one seems particularly 
demanding – books, diapers and 
gifts. Diaper showers have become 
popular as a way to help the new 
parents stock up on this particular 
necessity, especially since the cost 
is minimal and often considered 
the shower gift, as well. You are 
not obligated to do everything 
that is asked of you. And should 
you decide to bring a book and 
diapers, consider the cost of those 
items to be part of your overall 
budget for the shower and choose 
the gift accordingly.

Not receiving a thank-you note 
for your wedding gift is, sad to say, 
not uncommon for those brides 
and grooms who lack consider-
ation for others.

Dear Annie: I read the letter 
from Save Your Feet for the Beach, 
whose co-worker likes to walk 
around the office barefoot and the 
managers don’t comment. You 
said the reader should point out 
that she could pick up all kinds of 
germs or step on a staple.

The managers would likely have 
something to say if their work-
ers’ compensation insurance or 
liability insurance company was 
aware that anyone, at any time, 
was without shoes in the office. 
This is an avoidable hazard and if 
the co-worker were injured due 
to being barefoot, the managers 
would care plenty.

Of course, the reason she goes 
barefoot is a separate subject. If 
she needs a second pair of com-
fortable shoes at the office, she 
should keep them there and stop 
putting herself at risk. — V.

Dear V.: Thanks for the input. 
Other readers pointed out that 
this could be a board of health 
violation, leading to fines. When 
you hit the owners or managers in 
the pocketbook, they tend to pay 
more attention. No matter how 
uncomfortable your shoes may 
be, it is completely inappropriate, 
unprofessional and dangerous to 
walk around barefoot in the office. 
It is not your home. Bring some-
thing else to put on your feet.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by 
Kathy Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, 
longtime editors of the Ann Landers 
column. Please email your questions 
to anniesmailbox@creators.com, 
or write to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o 
Creators Syndicate, 737 3rd Street, 
Hermosa Beach, CA 90254. You 
can also find Annie on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/AskAnnies.

KATHY MITCHELL & MARCY SUGAR

Annie’s 
Mailbox

Baby shower 
shouldn’t 
feel like a 
fundraiser

Check out 
the Alphabet Project, 
only in this Thursday’s

Skowron, Alba featured in Friday concert
Frank PEEBLES Citizen staff
fpeebles@pgcitizen.ca

T
wo of the city’s best known 
classical musicians will be 
in concert as a duo on 
Friday. 

Alban Classical Artists So-
ciety will host Erika Skowron on 
oboe and Angela Alba on piano at 
an evening recital. 

The show features music com-
posed by Bach, Fleming, Britten, 
Rameau, Babell, Hindemith and 
perhaps some surprises.

“The Hindemith piece is gor-
geous, a piece I fell in love with 
in university and always wanted 
to play it, especially the second 
movement,” said Skowron. 

She also gets to demonstrate 
some other instrument skills and 
give the audience a rare treat, in 
this repertoire. It isn’t often a lo-
cal crowd gets to hear the English 
horn featured prominently but 
Skowron is adept at playing it, 
since it is a sibling instrument to 
the oboe. 

Perhaps the most famous piece 
to feature the English horn is 
Dvorak’s New World Symphony. 
Skowron sourced a Bach piece 
that sparked her interest and she 
is bringing that to the Friday night 
show in Prince George. 

“It’s not a really big switch for 
an oboe player but it’s not an 
instrument audiences see a lot 
of,” said Skowron, the principal 
oboe player for the PGSO. “The 
audience wouldn’t have seen a 
lot of solo stuff on English horn. I 
just love this piece. It’s originally 
written for oboe d’amore (an-
other modified oboe design from 
the 18th century), but I don’t own 
one of those and I had an arrange-
ment for it using English horn 
instead. It’s a famous piece, so 
fans of baroque music will prob-
ably recognize it.”

This recital with Skowron and 
Alba happens Friday at 7:30 p.m. 
at St. Andrew’s United Church 
(3555 5th Ave., behind Spruce-
land Shopping Centre).  

Admission is $20 (children are 
free). 

This is one of many chamber 
music concerts and recitals put 
on this year by the not-for-profit 
Alban Classical Artists Society. 
Many have been free of charge 
thanks to the sponsorship of the  
BC Arts Council, City of Prince 
George, and other supporters. 

Alban Classical Artists Society 
puts emphasis on school shows, 

senior citizens’ facilities, and 
recitals in public places like both 
branches of the Prince George 
Public Library, Huble Homestead, 
Farmer’s Market and Prince 
George Airport. 

ACAS also coordinates the lo-
cal chapter of the New Horizons 
Band program, an educational 
ensemble to give adults perfor-
mance experience on the orches-
tral instruments they are learning. 

At least six concert appear-
ances by ACAS are scheduled for 
later this spring and through the 
summer. They are also going to 
conduct a set of recorder lessons 
for elders, this fall, leading to 
those seniors performing a series 
of Christmas concerts in local 
care-homes.    

“This past season we will have 
done about 20 free concerts 
throughout the city,” said Skow-
ron. 

“It’s to bring music to the 
people of Prince George, maybe 
to people who wouldn’t be able 
to access it otherwise. We get to 
bring it to them.” 

CITIZEN FILE PHOTOS

The Alban Classical Artists 
Society will host Erika Skowron 
(right) on oboe and Angela 
Alba (above) on piano at an 
evening recital this Friday at 
St. Andrew’s United Church.
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generally works – if someone is in 
a committed relationship (mar-
ried, living together, engaged), 
the partner always gets invited. If 
someone has been in a long-term 
relationship (dating exclusively 
for six months or more), even if 
there is no commitment in place, 
the partner gets invited. They are 
considered a package deal. 

We know some folks say it’s 
YOUR day and if you don’t like 
someone, you don’t have to invite 
him. But we think your relation-
ship with your sister is more 
important that your personal pref-
erence in this instance. Even on 
your big day, family counts, and 
not inviting this boyfriend could 
alienate your sister. It’s not worth 
it. You can be polite when you see 
him, and still manage to avoid 
him by concentrating on your new 
husband and your other guests, 
as all brides should. Think of it as 
a gift to your sister. (And if you’re 
lucky, they’ll be off-again before 
the invitations go out.)

Dear Annie: Thank you for your 
response to Widow Who Knows 
What Her Husband Would Do, 
pointing out why her husband’s 
children have no contact with her 
after being left out of Dad’s will. 

My wife died by suicide six years 
ago when our son was 19. Her 
death was tragic and we continue 
to deal with it and try to under-
stand. My wife was an identical 
twin. My son adored his aunt. 
My mother-in-law’s trust divided 
things equally, but shortly after 
my wife died, my mother-in-law 
changed her will, leaving every-
thing to my wife’s sister and her 
children, and nothing whatsoever 
to my son, her only grandson. We 
only found this out recently when 
my mother-in-law passed away.

This has been so hurtful to my 
son, knowing that his grand-
mother ignored him, but provided 
for his cousins. It was my sister-in-
law’s influence, and she has since 
dropped all contact with us. These 
people were our family.

My son loved his grandmother 
and she adored him. But this is his 
last memory of her and it changes 
how he feels, because it tells him 
exactly how much he was loved. 
Not enough. 

— Hurting for My Son
Dear Hurting: How sad that 

your son will not be able to think 
of his grandmother or aunt with-
out remembering this betrayal. 
Our deepest condolences.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by 
Kathy Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, 
longtime editors of the Ann Landers 
column. Please email your questions 
to anniesmailbox@creators.com, 
or write to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o 
Creators Syndicate, 737 3rd Street, 
Hermosa Beach, CA 90254. You 
can also find Annie on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/AskAnnies.

Dear Annie: I am planning my 
wedding, which will take place 
next year. I have a younger sister 
who will be a bridesmaid. This 
sister has been in an on-again, off-
again long-distance relationship 
with a guy for five years now. She 
lives on one coast, and he lives on 
the other. 

Here’s the problem: My sister 
wants her boyfriend to attend my 
wedding. I have expressed to her 
that he isn’t my favorite person to 
begin with, and I’m not crazy that 
she’s in a relationship with him. 
I do not have the guts to tell her 

that I do not see a future for them 
because their careers keep them 
on separate coasts. 

So, Annie, should invite him be-
cause she wants him there? Or do 
I not invite him because my fiance 
and I don’t like him. — Sister 

Dear Sister: Here’s the way it 

KATHY MITCHELL & MARCY SUGAR

Annie’s 
Mailbox

Wedding shouldn’t alienate sister

Frank PEEBLES Citizen staff
fpeebles@pgcitizen.ca

Katherine Li has made PGSO 
history twice. 

Last year, she became part of 
the first tie ever experienced by 
the Prince George Symphony 
Orchestra’s panel of judges in 
their annual PGSO-Integris Youth 
Concerto Competition. The fact 
she tied with her sister Nancy was 
a bonus curio of fate. 

Then, when this year’s com-
petition was held, she set record 
number two, becoming the first 
to ever repeat as winner. She took 
the 2015-16 title only days after 
claiming her prize from the previ-
ous year – performing (as did her 
sister) with the orchestra at the 
Mother’s Day Tea special concert 
event. She will be right back there 
again next Mother’s Day. 

“I practiced a lot, and the piece I 
competed with this year was also 

the piece I played at the Mother’s 
Day Tea, so that was good prac-
tice, too, for when I performed for 
the judges,” said Li, a Grade 10 
student at D.P. Todd Secondary 
School. The winning effort was 
her piano recital of Joseph “Papa” 
Haydn’s Concerto In D-Major. 

When Li says she practices a lot, 
it underplays her dedication to the 
craft of music. 

“I do band at school with (teach-
er) Susan Klein. I do piano lessons 
with Lori Elder once a week, and I 
practice an hour-and-a-half to two 
hours each day. At school I’m in 
the senior concert band, the senior 
jazz band, the junior jazz band and 
I play clarinet in the school’s wind 
ensemble,” she said. “I’m basically 
playing music all day, every day.” 

She is also active and successful in 
academics, sports and speech arts. 

Her success goes back to 
childhood when she was quickly 
recognized in local music circles as 

a performer to keep on the radar. 
Her local teachers have included 
David Sproule, Angela Alba, 
Tatyana Ribnitska, a significant 
part of her theory lessons from 
Donna Macluskie and her current 
practical teacher is Elder. 

The PGSO has known her name 
for years. The orchestra’s general 
manager Jeremy Stewart said, 
“Katherine has received multiple 
awards and scholarships for the 
Prince George Music Festival. She 
has been selected several times to 
represent Prince George at the BC 
Performing Arts Festival. She has 
received runner up in Junior Ca-
nadian Piano at the BC Performing 
Arts Festival and will be attending 
the festival again this year. She 
was selected as one of the players 
in this year’s District Honour Band, 
and last year, she travelled with 
her school’s band to Toronto for 
MusicFest Canada and earned a 
gold standing. Katherine hopes to 

continue playing the piano and en-
joying music for the rest of her life.”

“I think I always want to have 
music in my life, but not as a job,” 
Li said. She says that at 16, she 
still has a long way to go before 
deciding on a career path, so she’s 
just going to focus on the things 
she loves to do and let some more 
education and life-experience 
inform her decision later. 

She deepens that experience 
pool this week when she travels to 
Fort St. John to compete and learn 
at the Performing Arts BC Festival.  

“I’ll be competing in Intermedi-
ate Piano and Intermediate Cana-
dian Piano,” she said. 

Nancy will be going to the festival 
as well, but for Speech Arts prowess. 
Their other sister, Grace, will also be 
in Fort St. John representing Prince 
George in the Junior Piano divi-
sion, underscoring all the more how 
performing arts in the Li household 
is thoroughly a family activity.

Frank PEEBLES Citizen staff

Vanier Hall will once again 
be flying the red and green 
flag of Canadian comedy. 

Red Green is one of the 
most enduring and interna-
tionally applauded comedians 
Canada has ever produced. As 
a standup performer, a sketch 
comedian, the star of a sitcom, 
and the author of books, Red 
Green has continually de-
lighted audiences for decades. 

Green, played by comedian 
Steve Smith, has made the 
phrase “keep your stick on 
the ice” into a national motto, 
and inducted duct tape into 
the handyman’s hall of fame. 
He walks the line between 
befuddled buffoon and savvy 
smartypants, depending on 
the absurd situation. 

He is the font of wisdom 
who opined gems like: 

“Remember you may have 
to grow old, but you don’t 
have to mature.” 

“How do you improve your 
gas mileage on a long trip? 
Don’t go!”

“You may be quick on your 
feet, but you can’t outrun 
even the smallest explosion.”

Green has penciled Prince 
George into his latest plans. 
He will be at Vanier Hall 
on Sept. 22 for the I’m Not 
Old, I’m Ripe tour of North 
America. 

Tickets go on sale Friday at 
10 a.m. at CN Centre Box Of-
fice or online via the Ticket-
master website.

Red Green 
comes to P.G.

Christine HINZMANN Citizen staff
chinzmann@pgcitizen.ca

When Lola Dawn Fennell sits down to 
watch a tribute show to the famous comedian 
Red Skelton at the P.G. and District Seniors 
Activity Centre, she won’t be alone. 

The general manager of the Prince George 
Council of Seniors will carry in her heart 
the memory of sharing hearty laughter 
with her father when they watched the 
Red Skelton show together on the old black 

and white.
Reflections of Red, performed by Alan 

Greenwood, will take place June 8 at 6 p.m. 
and June 9 for a matinee at 2 p.m.

Each show is a fundraiser with proceeds 
shared between the council of seniors and 
the seniors centre. The afternoon show on 
Thursday is sponsored by RiverBend Seniors 
Community.

To make the evening show extra special it 
will include an ice cream social.

“So have an early dinner and come for des-

sert and have a few laughs with Red,” said 
Fennell. 

“It’s going to be a wonderful show. Come 
and enjoy. I think it’s going to be a lovely walk 
down memory lane.”

On Wednesday, the doors open at 6 p.m. 
and the show starts at 6:30. Tickets are $15.

On Thursday, the show starts at 2 p.m. 
Tickets are $10 and are available at the Se-
niors Resource Centre at 721 Victoria St. and 
the P.G. and District Seniors Activity Centre 
at 425 Brunswick St.

Reflections of Red a tribute to Red Skelton

What lies in store for 
your next vacation? 
See the travel pages 
in Saturday’s Citizen

Pianist Katherine Li sets 
Concerto Competition record
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— Hurting for My Son
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not inviting this boyfriend could 
alienate your sister. It’s not worth 
it. You can be polite when you see 
him, and still manage to avoid 
him by concentrating on your new 
husband and your other guests, 
as all brides should. Think of it as 
a gift to your sister. (And if you’re 
lucky, they’ll be off-again before 
the invitations go out.)

Dear Annie: Thank you for your 
response to Widow Who Knows 
What Her Husband Would Do, 
pointing out why her husband’s 
children have no contact with her 
after being left out of Dad’s will. 

My wife died by suicide six years 
ago when our son was 19. Her 
death was tragic and we continue 
to deal with it and try to under-
stand. My wife was an identical 
twin. My son adored his aunt. 
My mother-in-law’s trust divided 
things equally, but shortly after 
my wife died, my mother-in-law 
changed her will, leaving every-
thing to my wife’s sister and her 
children, and nothing whatsoever 
to my son, her only grandson. We 
only found this out recently when 
my mother-in-law passed away.

This has been so hurtful to my 
son, knowing that his grand-
mother ignored him, but provided 
for his cousins. It was my sister-in-
law’s influence, and she has since 
dropped all contact with us. These 
people were our family.

My son loved his grandmother 
and she adored him. But this is his 
last memory of her and it changes 
how he feels, because it tells him 
exactly how much he was loved. 
Not enough. 

— Hurting for My Son
Dear Hurting: How sad that 

your son will not be able to think 
of his grandmother or aunt with-
out remembering this betrayal. 
Our deepest condolences.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by 
Kathy Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, 
longtime editors of the Ann Landers 
column. Please email your questions 
to anniesmailbox@creators.com, 
or write to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o 
Creators Syndicate, 737 3rd Street, 
Hermosa Beach, CA 90254. You 
can also find Annie on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/AskAnnies.

Dear Annie: I am planning my 
wedding, which will take place 
next year. I have a younger sister 
who will be a bridesmaid. This 
sister has been in an on-again, off-
again long-distance relationship 
with a guy for five years now. She 
lives on one coast, and he lives on 
the other. 

Here’s the problem: My sister 
wants her boyfriend to attend my 
wedding. I have expressed to her 
that he isn’t my favorite person to 
begin with, and I’m not crazy that 
she’s in a relationship with him. 
I do not have the guts to tell her 

that I do not see a future for them 
because their careers keep them 
on separate coasts. 

So, Annie, should invite him be-
cause she wants him there? Or do 
I not invite him because my fiance 
and I don’t like him. — Sister 

Dear Sister: Here’s the way it 

KATHY MITCHELL & MARCY SUGAR

Annie’s 
Mailbox

Wedding shouldn’t alienate sister

Frank PEEBLES Citizen staff
fpeebles@pgcitizen.ca

Katherine Li has made PGSO 
history twice. 

Last year, she became part of 
the first tie ever experienced by 
the Prince George Symphony 
Orchestra’s panel of judges in 
their annual PGSO-Integris Youth 
Concerto Competition. The fact 
she tied with her sister Nancy was 
a bonus curio of fate. 

Then, when this year’s com-
petition was held, she set record 
number two, becoming the first 
to ever repeat as winner. She took 
the 2015-16 title only days after 
claiming her prize from the previ-
ous year – performing (as did her 
sister) with the orchestra at the 
Mother’s Day Tea special concert 
event. She will be right back there 
again next Mother’s Day. 

“I practiced a lot, and the piece I 
competed with this year was also 

the piece I played at the Mother’s 
Day Tea, so that was good prac-
tice, too, for when I performed for 
the judges,” said Li, a Grade 10 
student at D.P. Todd Secondary 
School. The winning effort was 
her piano recital of Joseph “Papa” 
Haydn’s Concerto In D-Major. 

When Li says she practices a lot, 
it underplays her dedication to the 
craft of music. 

“I do band at school with (teach-
er) Susan Klein. I do piano lessons 
with Lori Elder once a week, and I 
practice an hour-and-a-half to two 
hours each day. At school I’m in 
the senior concert band, the senior 
jazz band, the junior jazz band and 
I play clarinet in the school’s wind 
ensemble,” she said. “I’m basically 
playing music all day, every day.” 

She is also active and successful in 
academics, sports and speech arts. 

Her success goes back to 
childhood when she was quickly 
recognized in local music circles as 

a performer to keep on the radar. 
Her local teachers have included 
David Sproule, Angela Alba, 
Tatyana Ribnitska, a significant 
part of her theory lessons from 
Donna Macluskie and her current 
practical teacher is Elder. 

The PGSO has known her name 
for years. The orchestra’s general 
manager Jeremy Stewart said, 
“Katherine has received multiple 
awards and scholarships for the 
Prince George Music Festival. She 
has been selected several times to 
represent Prince George at the BC 
Performing Arts Festival. She has 
received runner up in Junior Ca-
nadian Piano at the BC Performing 
Arts Festival and will be attending 
the festival again this year. She 
was selected as one of the players 
in this year’s District Honour Band, 
and last year, she travelled with 
her school’s band to Toronto for 
MusicFest Canada and earned a 
gold standing. Katherine hopes to 

continue playing the piano and en-
joying music for the rest of her life.”

“I think I always want to have 
music in my life, but not as a job,” 
Li said. She says that at 16, she 
still has a long way to go before 
deciding on a career path, so she’s 
just going to focus on the things 
she loves to do and let some more 
education and life-experience 
inform her decision later. 

She deepens that experience 
pool this week when she travels to 
Fort St. John to compete and learn 
at the Performing Arts BC Festival.  

“I’ll be competing in Intermedi-
ate Piano and Intermediate Cana-
dian Piano,” she said. 

Nancy will be going to the festival 
as well, but for Speech Arts prowess. 
Their other sister, Grace, will also be 
in Fort St. John representing Prince 
George in the Junior Piano divi-
sion, underscoring all the more how 
performing arts in the Li household 
is thoroughly a family activity.

Frank PEEBLES Citizen staff

Vanier Hall will once again 
be flying the red and green 
flag of Canadian comedy. 

Red Green is one of the 
most enduring and interna-
tionally applauded comedians 
Canada has ever produced. As 
a standup performer, a sketch 
comedian, the star of a sitcom, 
and the author of books, Red 
Green has continually de-
lighted audiences for decades. 

Green, played by comedian 
Steve Smith, has made the 
phrase “keep your stick on 
the ice” into a national motto, 
and inducted duct tape into 
the handyman’s hall of fame. 
He walks the line between 
befuddled buffoon and savvy 
smartypants, depending on 
the absurd situation. 

He is the font of wisdom 
who opined gems like: 

“Remember you may have 
to grow old, but you don’t 
have to mature.” 

“How do you improve your 
gas mileage on a long trip? 
Don’t go!”

“You may be quick on your 
feet, but you can’t outrun 
even the smallest explosion.”

Green has penciled Prince 
George into his latest plans. 
He will be at Vanier Hall 
on Sept. 22 for the I’m Not 
Old, I’m Ripe tour of North 
America. 

Tickets go on sale Friday at 
10 a.m. at CN Centre Box Of-
fice or online via the Ticket-
master website.

Red Green 
comes to P.G.

Christine HINZMANN Citizen staff
chinzmann@pgcitizen.ca

When Lola Dawn Fennell sits down to 
watch a tribute show to the famous comedian 
Red Skelton at the P.G. and District Seniors 
Activity Centre, she won’t be alone. 

The general manager of the Prince George 
Council of Seniors will carry in her heart 
the memory of sharing hearty laughter 
with her father when they watched the 
Red Skelton show together on the old black 

and white.
Reflections of Red, performed by Alan 

Greenwood, will take place June 8 at 6 p.m. 
and June 9 for a matinee at 2 p.m.

Each show is a fundraiser with proceeds 
shared between the council of seniors and 
the seniors centre. The afternoon show on 
Thursday is sponsored by RiverBend Seniors 
Community.

To make the evening show extra special it 
will include an ice cream social.

“So have an early dinner and come for des-

sert and have a few laughs with Red,” said 
Fennell. 

“It’s going to be a wonderful show. Come 
and enjoy. I think it’s going to be a lovely walk 
down memory lane.”

On Wednesday, the doors open at 6 p.m. 
and the show starts at 6:30. Tickets are $15.

On Thursday, the show starts at 2 p.m. 
Tickets are $10 and are available at the Se-
niors Resource Centre at 721 Victoria St. and 
the P.G. and District Seniors Activity Centre 
at 425 Brunswick St.

Reflections of Red a tribute to Red Skelton

What lies in store for 
your next vacation? 
See the travel pages 
in Saturday’s Citizen
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generally works – if someone is in 
a committed relationship (mar-
ried, living together, engaged), 
the partner always gets invited. If 
someone has been in a long-term 
relationship (dating exclusively 
for six months or more), even if 
there is no commitment in place, 
the partner gets invited. They are 
considered a package deal. 

We know some folks say it’s 
YOUR day and if you don’t like 
someone, you don’t have to invite 
him. But we think your relation-
ship with your sister is more 
important that your personal pref-
erence in this instance. Even on 
your big day, family counts, and 
not inviting this boyfriend could 
alienate your sister. It’s not worth 
it. You can be polite when you see 
him, and still manage to avoid 
him by concentrating on your new 
husband and your other guests, 
as all brides should. Think of it as 
a gift to your sister. (And if you’re 
lucky, they’ll be off-again before 
the invitations go out.)

Dear Annie: Thank you for your 
response to Widow Who Knows 
What Her Husband Would Do, 
pointing out why her husband’s 
children have no contact with her 
after being left out of Dad’s will. 

My wife died by suicide six years 
ago when our son was 19. Her 
death was tragic and we continue 
to deal with it and try to under-
stand. My wife was an identical 
twin. My son adored his aunt. 
My mother-in-law’s trust divided 
things equally, but shortly after 
my wife died, my mother-in-law 
changed her will, leaving every-
thing to my wife’s sister and her 
children, and nothing whatsoever 
to my son, her only grandson. We 
only found this out recently when 
my mother-in-law passed away.

This has been so hurtful to my 
son, knowing that his grand-
mother ignored him, but provided 
for his cousins. It was my sister-in-
law’s influence, and she has since 
dropped all contact with us. These 
people were our family.

My son loved his grandmother 
and she adored him. But this is his 
last memory of her and it changes 
how he feels, because it tells him 
exactly how much he was loved. 
Not enough. 

— Hurting for My Son
Dear Hurting: How sad that 

your son will not be able to think 
of his grandmother or aunt with-
out remembering this betrayal. 
Our deepest condolences.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by 
Kathy Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, 
longtime editors of the Ann Landers 
column. Please email your questions 
to anniesmailbox@creators.com, 
or write to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o 
Creators Syndicate, 737 3rd Street, 
Hermosa Beach, CA 90254. You 
can also find Annie on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/AskAnnies.

Dear Annie: I am planning my 
wedding, which will take place 
next year. I have a younger sister 
who will be a bridesmaid. This 
sister has been in an on-again, off-
again long-distance relationship 
with a guy for five years now. She 
lives on one coast, and he lives on 
the other. 

Here’s the problem: My sister 
wants her boyfriend to attend my 
wedding. I have expressed to her 
that he isn’t my favorite person to 
begin with, and I’m not crazy that 
she’s in a relationship with him. 
I do not have the guts to tell her 

that I do not see a future for them 
because their careers keep them 
on separate coasts. 

So, Annie, should invite him be-
cause she wants him there? Or do 
I not invite him because my fiance 
and I don’t like him. — Sister 

Dear Sister: Here’s the way it 
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a bonus curio of fate. 

Then, when this year’s com-
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number two, becoming the first 
to ever repeat as winner. She took 
the 2015-16 title only days after 
claiming her prize from the previ-
ous year – performing (as did her 
sister) with the orchestra at the 
Mother’s Day Tea special concert 
event. She will be right back there 
again next Mother’s Day. 

“I practiced a lot, and the piece I 
competed with this year was also 

the piece I played at the Mother’s 
Day Tea, so that was good prac-
tice, too, for when I performed for 
the judges,” said Li, a Grade 10 
student at D.P. Todd Secondary 
School. The winning effort was 
her piano recital of Joseph “Papa” 
Haydn’s Concerto In D-Major. 

When Li says she practices a lot, 
it underplays her dedication to the 
craft of music. 

“I do band at school with (teach-
er) Susan Klein. I do piano lessons 
with Lori Elder once a week, and I 
practice an hour-and-a-half to two 
hours each day. At school I’m in 
the senior concert band, the senior 
jazz band, the junior jazz band and 
I play clarinet in the school’s wind 
ensemble,” she said. “I’m basically 
playing music all day, every day.” 

She is also active and successful in 
academics, sports and speech arts. 

Her success goes back to 
childhood when she was quickly 
recognized in local music circles as 

a performer to keep on the radar. 
Her local teachers have included 
David Sproule, Angela Alba, 
Tatyana Ribnitska, a significant 
part of her theory lessons from 
Donna Macluskie and her current 
practical teacher is Elder. 

The PGSO has known her name 
for years. The orchestra’s general 
manager Jeremy Stewart said, 
“Katherine has received multiple 
awards and scholarships for the 
Prince George Music Festival. She 
has been selected several times to 
represent Prince George at the BC 
Performing Arts Festival. She has 
received runner up in Junior Ca-
nadian Piano at the BC Performing 
Arts Festival and will be attending 
the festival again this year. She 
was selected as one of the players 
in this year’s District Honour Band, 
and last year, she travelled with 
her school’s band to Toronto for 
MusicFest Canada and earned a 
gold standing. Katherine hopes to 

continue playing the piano and en-
joying music for the rest of her life.”

“I think I always want to have 
music in my life, but not as a job,” 
Li said. She says that at 16, she 
still has a long way to go before 
deciding on a career path, so she’s 
just going to focus on the things 
she loves to do and let some more 
education and life-experience 
inform her decision later. 

She deepens that experience 
pool this week when she travels to 
Fort St. John to compete and learn 
at the Performing Arts BC Festival.  

“I’ll be competing in Intermedi-
ate Piano and Intermediate Cana-
dian Piano,” she said. 

Nancy will be going to the festival 
as well, but for Speech Arts prowess. 
Their other sister, Grace, will also be 
in Fort St. John representing Prince 
George in the Junior Piano divi-
sion, underscoring all the more how 
performing arts in the Li household 
is thoroughly a family activity.
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“How do you improve your 
gas mileage on a long trip? 
Don’t go!”
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even the smallest explosion.”
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on Sept. 22 for the I’m Not 
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the memory of sharing hearty laughter 
with her father when they watched the 
Red Skelton show together on the old black 
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Greenwood, will take place June 8 at 6 p.m. 
and June 9 for a matinee at 2 p.m.

Each show is a fundraiser with proceeds 
shared between the council of seniors and 
the seniors centre. The afternoon show on 
Thursday is sponsored by RiverBend Seniors 
Community.

To make the evening show extra special it 
will include an ice cream social.

“So have an early dinner and come for des-

sert and have a few laughs with Red,” said 
Fennell. 

“It’s going to be a wonderful show. Come 
and enjoy. I think it’s going to be a lovely walk 
down memory lane.”

On Wednesday, the doors open at 6 p.m. 
and the show starts at 6:30. Tickets are $15.

On Thursday, the show starts at 2 p.m. 
Tickets are $10 and are available at the Se-
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generally works – if someone is in 
a committed relationship (mar-
ried, living together, engaged), 
the partner always gets invited. If 
someone has been in a long-term 
relationship (dating exclusively 
for six months or more), even if 
there is no commitment in place, 
the partner gets invited. They are 
considered a package deal. 

We know some folks say it’s 
YOUR day and if you don’t like 
someone, you don’t have to invite 
him. But we think your relation-
ship with your sister is more 
important that your personal pref-
erence in this instance. Even on 
your big day, family counts, and 
not inviting this boyfriend could 
alienate your sister. It’s not worth 
it. You can be polite when you see 
him, and still manage to avoid 
him by concentrating on your new 
husband and your other guests, 
as all brides should. Think of it as 
a gift to your sister. (And if you’re 
lucky, they’ll be off-again before 
the invitations go out.)

Dear Annie: Thank you for your 
response to Widow Who Knows 
What Her Husband Would Do, 
pointing out why her husband’s 
children have no contact with her 
after being left out of Dad’s will. 

My wife died by suicide six years 
ago when our son was 19. Her 
death was tragic and we continue 
to deal with it and try to under-
stand. My wife was an identical 
twin. My son adored his aunt. 
My mother-in-law’s trust divided 
things equally, but shortly after 
my wife died, my mother-in-law 
changed her will, leaving every-
thing to my wife’s sister and her 
children, and nothing whatsoever 
to my son, her only grandson. We 
only found this out recently when 
my mother-in-law passed away.

This has been so hurtful to my 
son, knowing that his grand-
mother ignored him, but provided 
for his cousins. It was my sister-in-
law’s influence, and she has since 
dropped all contact with us. These 
people were our family.

My son loved his grandmother 
and she adored him. But this is his 
last memory of her and it changes 
how he feels, because it tells him 
exactly how much he was loved. 
Not enough. 

— Hurting for My Son
Dear Hurting: How sad that 

your son will not be able to think 
of his grandmother or aunt with-
out remembering this betrayal. 
Our deepest condolences.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by 
Kathy Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, 
longtime editors of the Ann Landers 
column. Please email your questions 
to anniesmailbox@creators.com, 
or write to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o 
Creators Syndicate, 737 3rd Street, 
Hermosa Beach, CA 90254. You 
can also find Annie on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/AskAnnies.

Dear Annie: I am planning my 
wedding, which will take place 
next year. I have a younger sister 
who will be a bridesmaid. This 
sister has been in an on-again, off-
again long-distance relationship 
with a guy for five years now. She 
lives on one coast, and he lives on 
the other. 

Here’s the problem: My sister 
wants her boyfriend to attend my 
wedding. I have expressed to her 
that he isn’t my favorite person to 
begin with, and I’m not crazy that 
she’s in a relationship with him. 
I do not have the guts to tell her 

that I do not see a future for them 
because their careers keep them 
on separate coasts. 

So, Annie, should invite him be-
cause she wants him there? Or do 
I not invite him because my fiance 
and I don’t like him. — Sister 

Dear Sister: Here’s the way it 
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Last year, she became part of 
the first tie ever experienced by 
the Prince George Symphony 
Orchestra’s panel of judges in 
their annual PGSO-Integris Youth 
Concerto Competition. The fact 
she tied with her sister Nancy was 
a bonus curio of fate. 

Then, when this year’s com-
petition was held, she set record 
number two, becoming the first 
to ever repeat as winner. She took 
the 2015-16 title only days after 
claiming her prize from the previ-
ous year – performing (as did her 
sister) with the orchestra at the 
Mother’s Day Tea special concert 
event. She will be right back there 
again next Mother’s Day. 

“I practiced a lot, and the piece I 
competed with this year was also 

the piece I played at the Mother’s 
Day Tea, so that was good prac-
tice, too, for when I performed for 
the judges,” said Li, a Grade 10 
student at D.P. Todd Secondary 
School. The winning effort was 
her piano recital of Joseph “Papa” 
Haydn’s Concerto In D-Major. 

When Li says she practices a lot, 
it underplays her dedication to the 
craft of music. 

“I do band at school with (teach-
er) Susan Klein. I do piano lessons 
with Lori Elder once a week, and I 
practice an hour-and-a-half to two 
hours each day. At school I’m in 
the senior concert band, the senior 
jazz band, the junior jazz band and 
I play clarinet in the school’s wind 
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playing music all day, every day.” 

She is also active and successful in 
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Her success goes back to 
childhood when she was quickly 
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gold standing. Katherine hopes to 
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still has a long way to go before 
deciding on a career path, so she’s 
just going to focus on the things 
she loves to do and let some more 
education and life-experience 
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She deepens that experience 
pool this week when she travels to 
Fort St. John to compete and learn 
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“I’ll be competing in Intermedi-
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as well, but for Speech Arts prowess. 
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sion, underscoring all the more how 
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He will be at Vanier Hall 
on Sept. 22 for the I’m Not 
Old, I’m Ripe tour of North 
America. 

Tickets go on sale Friday at 
10 a.m. at CN Centre Box Of-
fice or online via the Ticket-
master website.
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When Lola Dawn Fennell sits down to 
watch a tribute show to the famous comedian 
Red Skelton at the P.G. and District Seniors 
Activity Centre, she won’t be alone. 

The general manager of the Prince George 
Council of Seniors will carry in her heart 
the memory of sharing hearty laughter 
with her father when they watched the 
Red Skelton show together on the old black 

and white.
Reflections of Red, performed by Alan 

Greenwood, will take place June 8 at 6 p.m. 
and June 9 for a matinee at 2 p.m.

Each show is a fundraiser with proceeds 
shared between the council of seniors and 
the seniors centre. The afternoon show on 
Thursday is sponsored by RiverBend Seniors 
Community.

To make the evening show extra special it 
will include an ice cream social.

“So have an early dinner and come for des-

sert and have a few laughs with Red,” said 
Fennell. 

“It’s going to be a wonderful show. Come 
and enjoy. I think it’s going to be a lovely walk 
down memory lane.”

On Wednesday, the doors open at 6 p.m. 
and the show starts at 6:30. Tickets are $15.

On Thursday, the show starts at 2 p.m. 
Tickets are $10 and are available at the Se-
niors Resource Centre at 721 Victoria St. and 
the P.G. and District Seniors Activity Centre 
at 425 Brunswick St.
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generally works – if someone is in 
a committed relationship (mar-
ried, living together, engaged), 
the partner always gets invited. If 
someone has been in a long-term 
relationship (dating exclusively 
for six months or more), even if 
there is no commitment in place, 
the partner gets invited. They are 
considered a package deal. 

We know some folks say it’s 
YOUR day and if you don’t like 
someone, you don’t have to invite 
him. But we think your relation-
ship with your sister is more 
important that your personal pref-
erence in this instance. Even on 
your big day, family counts, and 
not inviting this boyfriend could 
alienate your sister. It’s not worth 
it. You can be polite when you see 
him, and still manage to avoid 
him by concentrating on your new 
husband and your other guests, 
as all brides should. Think of it as 
a gift to your sister. (And if you’re 
lucky, they’ll be off-again before 
the invitations go out.)

Dear Annie: Thank you for your 
response to Widow Who Knows 
What Her Husband Would Do, 
pointing out why her husband’s 
children have no contact with her 
after being left out of Dad’s will. 

My wife died by suicide six years 
ago when our son was 19. Her 
death was tragic and we continue 
to deal with it and try to under-
stand. My wife was an identical 
twin. My son adored his aunt. 
My mother-in-law’s trust divided 
things equally, but shortly after 
my wife died, my mother-in-law 
changed her will, leaving every-
thing to my wife’s sister and her 
children, and nothing whatsoever 
to my son, her only grandson. We 
only found this out recently when 
my mother-in-law passed away.

This has been so hurtful to my 
son, knowing that his grand-
mother ignored him, but provided 
for his cousins. It was my sister-in-
law’s influence, and she has since 
dropped all contact with us. These 
people were our family.

My son loved his grandmother 
and she adored him. But this is his 
last memory of her and it changes 
how he feels, because it tells him 
exactly how much he was loved. 
Not enough. 

— Hurting for My Son
Dear Hurting: How sad that 

your son will not be able to think 
of his grandmother or aunt with-
out remembering this betrayal. 
Our deepest condolences.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by 
Kathy Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, 
longtime editors of the Ann Landers 
column. Please email your questions 
to anniesmailbox@creators.com, 
or write to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o 
Creators Syndicate, 737 3rd Street, 
Hermosa Beach, CA 90254. You 
can also find Annie on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/AskAnnies.

Dear Annie: I am planning my 
wedding, which will take place 
next year. I have a younger sister 
who will be a bridesmaid. This 
sister has been in an on-again, off-
again long-distance relationship 
with a guy for five years now. She 
lives on one coast, and he lives on 
the other. 

Here’s the problem: My sister 
wants her boyfriend to attend my 
wedding. I have expressed to her 
that he isn’t my favorite person to 
begin with, and I’m not crazy that 
she’s in a relationship with him. 
I do not have the guts to tell her 

that I do not see a future for them 
because their careers keep them 
on separate coasts. 

So, Annie, should invite him be-
cause she wants him there? Or do 
I not invite him because my fiance 
and I don’t like him. — Sister 

Dear Sister: Here’s the way it 

KATHY MITCHELL & MARCY SUGAR

Annie’s 
Mailbox

Wedding shouldn’t alienate sister

Frank PEEBLES Citizen staff
fpeebles@pgcitizen.ca

Katherine Li has made PGSO 
history twice. 

Last year, she became part of 
the first tie ever experienced by 
the Prince George Symphony 
Orchestra’s panel of judges in 
their annual PGSO-Integris Youth 
Concerto Competition. The fact 
she tied with her sister Nancy was 
a bonus curio of fate. 

Then, when this year’s com-
petition was held, she set record 
number two, becoming the first 
to ever repeat as winner. She took 
the 2015-16 title only days after 
claiming her prize from the previ-
ous year – performing (as did her 
sister) with the orchestra at the 
Mother’s Day Tea special concert 
event. She will be right back there 
again next Mother’s Day. 

“I practiced a lot, and the piece I 
competed with this year was also 

the piece I played at the Mother’s 
Day Tea, so that was good prac-
tice, too, for when I performed for 
the judges,” said Li, a Grade 10 
student at D.P. Todd Secondary 
School. The winning effort was 
her piano recital of Joseph “Papa” 
Haydn’s Concerto In D-Major. 

When Li says she practices a lot, 
it underplays her dedication to the 
craft of music. 

“I do band at school with (teach-
er) Susan Klein. I do piano lessons 
with Lori Elder once a week, and I 
practice an hour-and-a-half to two 
hours each day. At school I’m in 
the senior concert band, the senior 
jazz band, the junior jazz band and 
I play clarinet in the school’s wind 
ensemble,” she said. “I’m basically 
playing music all day, every day.” 

She is also active and successful in 
academics, sports and speech arts. 

Her success goes back to 
childhood when she was quickly 
recognized in local music circles as 

a performer to keep on the radar. 
Her local teachers have included 
David Sproule, Angela Alba, 
Tatyana Ribnitska, a significant 
part of her theory lessons from 
Donna Macluskie and her current 
practical teacher is Elder. 

The PGSO has known her name 
for years. The orchestra’s general 
manager Jeremy Stewart said, 
“Katherine has received multiple 
awards and scholarships for the 
Prince George Music Festival. She 
has been selected several times to 
represent Prince George at the BC 
Performing Arts Festival. She has 
received runner up in Junior Ca-
nadian Piano at the BC Performing 
Arts Festival and will be attending 
the festival again this year. She 
was selected as one of the players 
in this year’s District Honour Band, 
and last year, she travelled with 
her school’s band to Toronto for 
MusicFest Canada and earned a 
gold standing. Katherine hopes to 

continue playing the piano and en-
joying music for the rest of her life.”

“I think I always want to have 
music in my life, but not as a job,” 
Li said. She says that at 16, she 
still has a long way to go before 
deciding on a career path, so she’s 
just going to focus on the things 
she loves to do and let some more 
education and life-experience 
inform her decision later. 

She deepens that experience 
pool this week when she travels to 
Fort St. John to compete and learn 
at the Performing Arts BC Festival.  

“I’ll be competing in Intermedi-
ate Piano and Intermediate Cana-
dian Piano,” she said. 

Nancy will be going to the festival 
as well, but for Speech Arts prowess. 
Their other sister, Grace, will also be 
in Fort St. John representing Prince 
George in the Junior Piano divi-
sion, underscoring all the more how 
performing arts in the Li household 
is thoroughly a family activity.

Frank PEEBLES Citizen staff

Vanier Hall will once again 
be flying the red and green 
flag of Canadian comedy. 

Red Green is one of the 
most enduring and interna-
tionally applauded comedians 
Canada has ever produced. As 
a standup performer, a sketch 
comedian, the star of a sitcom, 
and the author of books, Red 
Green has continually de-
lighted audiences for decades. 

Green, played by comedian 
Steve Smith, has made the 
phrase “keep your stick on 
the ice” into a national motto, 
and inducted duct tape into 
the handyman’s hall of fame. 
He walks the line between 
befuddled buffoon and savvy 
smartypants, depending on 
the absurd situation. 

He is the font of wisdom 
who opined gems like: 

“Remember you may have 
to grow old, but you don’t 
have to mature.” 

“How do you improve your 
gas mileage on a long trip? 
Don’t go!”

“You may be quick on your 
feet, but you can’t outrun 
even the smallest explosion.”

Green has penciled Prince 
George into his latest plans. 
He will be at Vanier Hall 
on Sept. 22 for the I’m Not 
Old, I’m Ripe tour of North 
America. 

Tickets go on sale Friday at 
10 a.m. at CN Centre Box Of-
fice or online via the Ticket-
master website.
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When Lola Dawn Fennell sits down to 
watch a tribute show to the famous comedian 
Red Skelton at the P.G. and District Seniors 
Activity Centre, she won’t be alone. 

The general manager of the Prince George 
Council of Seniors will carry in her heart 
the memory of sharing hearty laughter 
with her father when they watched the 
Red Skelton show together on the old black 

and white.
Reflections of Red, performed by Alan 

Greenwood, will take place June 8 at 6 p.m. 
and June 9 for a matinee at 2 p.m.

Each show is a fundraiser with proceeds 
shared between the council of seniors and 
the seniors centre. The afternoon show on 
Thursday is sponsored by RiverBend Seniors 
Community.

To make the evening show extra special it 
will include an ice cream social.

“So have an early dinner and come for des-

sert and have a few laughs with Red,” said 
Fennell. 

“It’s going to be a wonderful show. Come 
and enjoy. I think it’s going to be a lovely walk 
down memory lane.”

On Wednesday, the doors open at 6 p.m. 
and the show starts at 6:30. Tickets are $15.

On Thursday, the show starts at 2 p.m. 
Tickets are $10 and are available at the Se-
niors Resource Centre at 721 Victoria St. and 
the P.G. and District Seniors Activity Centre 
at 425 Brunswick St.
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considered a package deal. 

We know some folks say it’s 
YOUR day and if you don’t like 
someone, you don’t have to invite 
him. But we think your relation-
ship with your sister is more 
important that your personal pref-
erence in this instance. Even on 
your big day, family counts, and 
not inviting this boyfriend could 
alienate your sister. It’s not worth 
it. You can be polite when you see 
him, and still manage to avoid 
him by concentrating on your new 
husband and your other guests, 
as all brides should. Think of it as 
a gift to your sister. (And if you’re 
lucky, they’ll be off-again before 
the invitations go out.)

Dear Annie: Thank you for your 
response to Widow Who Knows 
What Her Husband Would Do, 
pointing out why her husband’s 
children have no contact with her 
after being left out of Dad’s will. 

My wife died by suicide six years 
ago when our son was 19. Her 
death was tragic and we continue 
to deal with it and try to under-
stand. My wife was an identical 
twin. My son adored his aunt. 
My mother-in-law’s trust divided 
things equally, but shortly after 
my wife died, my mother-in-law 
changed her will, leaving every-
thing to my wife’s sister and her 
children, and nothing whatsoever 
to my son, her only grandson. We 
only found this out recently when 
my mother-in-law passed away.

This has been so hurtful to my 
son, knowing that his grand-
mother ignored him, but provided 
for his cousins. It was my sister-in-
law’s influence, and she has since 
dropped all contact with us. These 
people were our family.

My son loved his grandmother 
and she adored him. But this is his 
last memory of her and it changes 
how he feels, because it tells him 
exactly how much he was loved. 
Not enough. 

— Hurting for My Son
Dear Hurting: How sad that 

your son will not be able to think 
of his grandmother or aunt with-
out remembering this betrayal. 
Our deepest condolences.
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for six months or more), even if 
there is no commitment in place, 
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We know some folks say it’s 
YOUR day and if you don’t like 
someone, you don’t have to invite 
him. But we think your relation-
ship with your sister is more 
important that your personal pref-
erence in this instance. Even on 
your big day, family counts, and 
not inviting this boyfriend could 
alienate your sister. It’s not worth 
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him by concentrating on your new 
husband and your other guests, 
as all brides should. Think of it as 
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after being left out of Dad’s will. 
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to deal with it and try to under-
stand. My wife was an identical 
twin. My son adored his aunt. 
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things equally, but shortly after 
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changed her will, leaving every-
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last memory of her and it changes 
how he feels, because it tells him 
exactly how much he was loved. 
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— Hurting for My Son
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practical teacher is Elder. 

The PGSO has known her name 
for years. The orchestra’s general 
manager Jeremy Stewart said, 
“Katherine has received multiple 
awards and scholarships for the 
Prince George Music Festival. She 
has been selected several times to 
represent Prince George at the BC 
Performing Arts Festival. She has 
received runner up in Junior Ca-
nadian Piano at the BC Performing 
Arts Festival and will be attending 
the festival again this year. She 
was selected as one of the players 
in this year’s District Honour Band, 
and last year, she travelled with 
her school’s band to Toronto for 
MusicFest Canada and earned a 
gold standing. Katherine hopes to 

continue playing the piano and en-
joying music for the rest of her life.”

“I think I always want to have 
music in my life, but not as a job,” 
Li said. She says that at 16, she 
still has a long way to go before 
deciding on a career path, so she’s 
just going to focus on the things 
she loves to do and let some more 
education and life-experience 
inform her decision later. 

She deepens that experience 
pool this week when she travels to 
Fort St. John to compete and learn 
at the Performing Arts BC Festival.  

“I’ll be competing in Intermedi-
ate Piano and Intermediate Cana-
dian Piano,” she said. 

Nancy will be going to the festival 
as well, but for Speech Arts prowess. 
Their other sister, Grace, will also be 
in Fort St. John representing Prince 
George in the Junior Piano divi-
sion, underscoring all the more how 
performing arts in the Li household 
is thoroughly a family activity.

Frank PEEBLES Citizen staff

Vanier Hall will once again 
be flying the red and green 
flag of Canadian comedy. 

Red Green is one of the 
most enduring and interna-
tionally applauded comedians 
Canada has ever produced. As 
a standup performer, a sketch 
comedian, the star of a sitcom, 
and the author of books, Red 
Green has continually de-
lighted audiences for decades. 

Green, played by comedian 
Steve Smith, has made the 
phrase “keep your stick on 
the ice” into a national motto, 
and inducted duct tape into 
the handyman’s hall of fame. 
He walks the line between 
befuddled buffoon and savvy 
smartypants, depending on 
the absurd situation. 

He is the font of wisdom 
who opined gems like: 

“Remember you may have 
to grow old, but you don’t 
have to mature.” 

“How do you improve your 
gas mileage on a long trip? 
Don’t go!”

“You may be quick on your 
feet, but you can’t outrun 
even the smallest explosion.”

Green has penciled Prince 
George into his latest plans. 
He will be at Vanier Hall 
on Sept. 22 for the I’m Not 
Old, I’m Ripe tour of North 
America. 

Tickets go on sale Friday at 
10 a.m. at CN Centre Box Of-
fice or online via the Ticket-
master website.

Red Green 
comes to P.G.

Christine HINZMANN Citizen staff
chinzmann@pgcitizen.ca

When Lola Dawn Fennell sits down to 
watch a tribute show to the famous comedian 
Red Skelton at the P.G. and District Seniors 
Activity Centre, she won’t be alone. 

The general manager of the Prince George 
Council of Seniors will carry in her heart 
the memory of sharing hearty laughter 
with her father when they watched the 
Red Skelton show together on the old black 

and white.
Reflections of Red, performed by Alan 

Greenwood, will take place June 8 at 6 p.m. 
and June 9 for a matinee at 2 p.m.

Each show is a fundraiser with proceeds 
shared between the council of seniors and 
the seniors centre. The afternoon show on 
Thursday is sponsored by RiverBend Seniors 
Community.

To make the evening show extra special it 
will include an ice cream social.

“So have an early dinner and come for des-

sert and have a few laughs with Red,” said 
Fennell. 

“It’s going to be a wonderful show. Come 
and enjoy. I think it’s going to be a lovely walk 
down memory lane.”

On Wednesday, the doors open at 6 p.m. 
and the show starts at 6:30. Tickets are $15.

On Thursday, the show starts at 2 p.m. 
Tickets are $10 and are available at the Se-
niors Resource Centre at 721 Victoria St. and 
the P.G. and District Seniors Activity Centre 
at 425 Brunswick St.

Reflections of Red a tribute to Red Skelton
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generally works – if someone is in 
a committed relationship (mar-
ried, living together, engaged), 
the partner always gets invited. If 
someone has been in a long-term 
relationship (dating exclusively 
for six months or more), even if 
there is no commitment in place, 
the partner gets invited. They are 
considered a package deal. 

We know some folks say it’s 
YOUR day and if you don’t like 
someone, you don’t have to invite 
him. But we think your relation-
ship with your sister is more 
important that your personal pref-
erence in this instance. Even on 
your big day, family counts, and 
not inviting this boyfriend could 
alienate your sister. It’s not worth 
it. You can be polite when you see 
him, and still manage to avoid 
him by concentrating on your new 
husband and your other guests, 
as all brides should. Think of it as 
a gift to your sister. (And if you’re 
lucky, they’ll be off-again before 
the invitations go out.)

Dear Annie: Thank you for your 
response to Widow Who Knows 
What Her Husband Would Do, 
pointing out why her husband’s 
children have no contact with her 
after being left out of Dad’s will. 

My wife died by suicide six years 
ago when our son was 19. Her 
death was tragic and we continue 
to deal with it and try to under-
stand. My wife was an identical 
twin. My son adored his aunt. 
My mother-in-law’s trust divided 
things equally, but shortly after 
my wife died, my mother-in-law 
changed her will, leaving every-
thing to my wife’s sister and her 
children, and nothing whatsoever 
to my son, her only grandson. We 
only found this out recently when 
my mother-in-law passed away.

This has been so hurtful to my 
son, knowing that his grand-
mother ignored him, but provided 
for his cousins. It was my sister-in-
law’s influence, and she has since 
dropped all contact with us. These 
people were our family.

My son loved his grandmother 
and she adored him. But this is his 
last memory of her and it changes 
how he feels, because it tells him 
exactly how much he was loved. 
Not enough. 

— Hurting for My Son
Dear Hurting: How sad that 

your son will not be able to think 
of his grandmother or aunt with-
out remembering this betrayal. 
Our deepest condolences.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by 
Kathy Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, 
longtime editors of the Ann Landers 
column. Please email your questions 
to anniesmailbox@creators.com, 
or write to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o 
Creators Syndicate, 737 3rd Street, 
Hermosa Beach, CA 90254. You 
can also find Annie on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/AskAnnies.

Dear Annie: I am planning my 
wedding, which will take place 
next year. I have a younger sister 
who will be a bridesmaid. This 
sister has been in an on-again, off-
again long-distance relationship 
with a guy for five years now. She 
lives on one coast, and he lives on 
the other. 

Here’s the problem: My sister 
wants her boyfriend to attend my 
wedding. I have expressed to her 
that he isn’t my favorite person to 
begin with, and I’m not crazy that 
she’s in a relationship with him. 
I do not have the guts to tell her 

that I do not see a future for them 
because their careers keep them 
on separate coasts. 

So, Annie, should invite him be-
cause she wants him there? Or do 
I not invite him because my fiance 
and I don’t like him. — Sister 

Dear Sister: Here’s the way it 

KATHY MITCHELL & MARCY SUGAR

Annie’s 
Mailbox

Wedding shouldn’t alienate sister

Frank PEEBLES Citizen staff
fpeebles@pgcitizen.ca

Katherine Li has made PGSO 
history twice. 

Last year, she became part of 
the first tie ever experienced by 
the Prince George Symphony 
Orchestra’s panel of judges in 
their annual PGSO-Integris Youth 
Concerto Competition. The fact 
she tied with her sister Nancy was 
a bonus curio of fate. 

Then, when this year’s com-
petition was held, she set record 
number two, becoming the first 
to ever repeat as winner. She took 
the 2015-16 title only days after 
claiming her prize from the previ-
ous year – performing (as did her 
sister) with the orchestra at the 
Mother’s Day Tea special concert 
event. She will be right back there 
again next Mother’s Day. 

“I practiced a lot, and the piece I 
competed with this year was also 

the piece I played at the Mother’s 
Day Tea, so that was good prac-
tice, too, for when I performed for 
the judges,” said Li, a Grade 10 
student at D.P. Todd Secondary 
School. The winning effort was 
her piano recital of Joseph “Papa” 
Haydn’s Concerto In D-Major. 

When Li says she practices a lot, 
it underplays her dedication to the 
craft of music. 

“I do band at school with (teach-
er) Susan Klein. I do piano lessons 
with Lori Elder once a week, and I 
practice an hour-and-a-half to two 
hours each day. At school I’m in 
the senior concert band, the senior 
jazz band, the junior jazz band and 
I play clarinet in the school’s wind 
ensemble,” she said. “I’m basically 
playing music all day, every day.” 

She is also active and successful in 
academics, sports and speech arts. 

Her success goes back to 
childhood when she was quickly 
recognized in local music circles as 

a performer to keep on the radar. 
Her local teachers have included 
David Sproule, Angela Alba, 
Tatyana Ribnitska, a significant 
part of her theory lessons from 
Donna Macluskie and her current 
practical teacher is Elder. 

The PGSO has known her name 
for years. The orchestra’s general 
manager Jeremy Stewart said, 
“Katherine has received multiple 
awards and scholarships for the 
Prince George Music Festival. She 
has been selected several times to 
represent Prince George at the BC 
Performing Arts Festival. She has 
received runner up in Junior Ca-
nadian Piano at the BC Performing 
Arts Festival and will be attending 
the festival again this year. She 
was selected as one of the players 
in this year’s District Honour Band, 
and last year, she travelled with 
her school’s band to Toronto for 
MusicFest Canada and earned a 
gold standing. Katherine hopes to 

continue playing the piano and en-
joying music for the rest of her life.”

“I think I always want to have 
music in my life, but not as a job,” 
Li said. She says that at 16, she 
still has a long way to go before 
deciding on a career path, so she’s 
just going to focus on the things 
she loves to do and let some more 
education and life-experience 
inform her decision later. 

She deepens that experience 
pool this week when she travels to 
Fort St. John to compete and learn 
at the Performing Arts BC Festival.  

“I’ll be competing in Intermedi-
ate Piano and Intermediate Cana-
dian Piano,” she said. 

Nancy will be going to the festival 
as well, but for Speech Arts prowess. 
Their other sister, Grace, will also be 
in Fort St. John representing Prince 
George in the Junior Piano divi-
sion, underscoring all the more how 
performing arts in the Li household 
is thoroughly a family activity.
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Red Green is one of the 
most enduring and interna-
tionally applauded comedians 
Canada has ever produced. As 
a standup performer, a sketch 
comedian, the star of a sitcom, 
and the author of books, Red 
Green has continually de-
lighted audiences for decades. 

Green, played by comedian 
Steve Smith, has made the 
phrase “keep your stick on 
the ice” into a national motto, 
and inducted duct tape into 
the handyman’s hall of fame. 
He walks the line between 
befuddled buffoon and savvy 
smartypants, depending on 
the absurd situation. 

He is the font of wisdom 
who opined gems like: 

“Remember you may have 
to grow old, but you don’t 
have to mature.” 

“How do you improve your 
gas mileage on a long trip? 
Don’t go!”

“You may be quick on your 
feet, but you can’t outrun 
even the smallest explosion.”

Green has penciled Prince 
George into his latest plans. 
He will be at Vanier Hall 
on Sept. 22 for the I’m Not 
Old, I’m Ripe tour of North 
America. 

Tickets go on sale Friday at 
10 a.m. at CN Centre Box Of-
fice or online via the Ticket-
master website.
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When Lola Dawn Fennell sits down to 
watch a tribute show to the famous comedian 
Red Skelton at the P.G. and District Seniors 
Activity Centre, she won’t be alone. 

The general manager of the Prince George 
Council of Seniors will carry in her heart 
the memory of sharing hearty laughter 
with her father when they watched the 
Red Skelton show together on the old black 

and white.
Reflections of Red, performed by Alan 

Greenwood, will take place June 8 at 6 p.m. 
and June 9 for a matinee at 2 p.m.

Each show is a fundraiser with proceeds 
shared between the council of seniors and 
the seniors centre. The afternoon show on 
Thursday is sponsored by RiverBend Seniors 
Community.

To make the evening show extra special it 
will include an ice cream social.

“So have an early dinner and come for des-

sert and have a few laughs with Red,” said 
Fennell. 

“It’s going to be a wonderful show. Come 
and enjoy. I think it’s going to be a lovely walk 
down memory lane.”

On Wednesday, the doors open at 6 p.m. 
and the show starts at 6:30. Tickets are $15.

On Thursday, the show starts at 2 p.m. 
Tickets are $10 and are available at the Se-
niors Resource Centre at 721 Victoria St. and 
the P.G. and District Seniors Activity Centre 
at 425 Brunswick St.
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pointing out why her husband’s 
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ago when our son was 19. Her 
death was tragic and we continue 
to deal with it and try to under-
stand. My wife was an identical 
twin. My son adored his aunt. 
My mother-in-law’s trust divided 
things equally, but shortly after 
my wife died, my mother-in-law 
changed her will, leaving every-
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children, and nothing whatsoever 
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that he isn’t my favorite person to 
begin with, and I’m not crazy that 
she’s in a relationship with him. 
I do not have the guts to tell her 
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deciding on a career path, so she’s 
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inform her decision later. 
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Welcome to Casse-Tête!
Friends: I gratefully acknowledge 
our presence here in the traditional 
territory of the Lheidli T’enneh. 
Thank you so much for joining us. 
Outstanding artists have worked 
for a long time, and many have 
traveled a long way to share this 

music, and I hope you enjoy it a lot.

This event marks four years of hard work, commu-
nity partnerships, a maturing vision, and irreplace-
able experiences of music and friendship that have 
moved us all and, in small and large ways, perhaps 
changed us, too. I am grateful to so many people 
for their willingness to participate in this enterprise,  
notwithstanding its apparent unlikeliness. We are 
creating something special here together—thank 
you for being part of it.

As we continue in the journey of bringing this  music 
to Prince George, I invite you to become an even big-
ger part of Casse-Tête: A Festival of Experimental 
Music. Consider volunteering; donating; becoming 
a member of the society; bringing a friend; perform-
ing! You are welcome here. This is your music and 
your community. Please make the most of it; yes, I 
trust that you will; I will, too.

Enjoy the festival—see you at ArtsWells,

Jeremy Stewart
President, Casse-Tête Arts Society

Rodney Sharman and others performing José Delgado-Guevara’s “Contact,” 2015. Photo by Chris Wagner. 



4

Fostering and supporting 
arts and culture in the north

1261 3rd Ave • www.nancyos.ca

Proud to be named Northern BC’s 
Best Music Venue by BCLiving.ca (2012).
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ISAAK ANDAL
Isaak is more than an experimen-
tal musician, exploring avant garde 
art in many mediums; written, 
spoken,  painted, sung…
He adores bees which have five 
eyes.

KAIA ANDAL
Kaia discovered experimental mu-
sic early and it quickly became a 
deep and abiding passion.   A spe-
cific love for Canadian composers 
and supportive and encouraging 
teachers and mentors has allowed 
her to develop a feel and sensitivity 

for sound exploration.  Now 17,   Kaia spends hers 
days making beautiful music, skiing and dreaming.

THE ARKESTRAL KIHARMONIC 
WUDANG PRAJNAGNOSTIC 
BRAHMANAUTS 

The Arkestral Ki Harmonic Wu-
dang Prajnagnostic Brahmanauts 
are a musical ensemble that cuts 
deeply to the root of spontaneous 
improvisation. Using visual media 
as a creative seed, the AKHWPB 
improvises to film and/or live the-

atrical elements, preferring to work with material 
that they have never seen before.  In this way, pre-
conceptions and musical habits are abandoned in the 
quest for a complete and uninhibited musical con-
nection to the visual elements of the performance.  
Often playing in darkened rooms, distributed 
throughout the audience itself, the AKHWPB dis-
appears as a ‘band on stage’ and leaves the visual 
material to fill the eye, as the AKHWPB fills the 
ear.  No two performances are the same, and not 
even the AKHWPB know what the next one will 
sound like.

Artists CHRISTIANS
Free-improvised metallic noise. 
Take up your cross and come with 
us.

DEJA VOUS
Marina Hasselberg, cellist and Cathy Fern Lewis, 
voice artist were brought together by composer 
Rodney Sharman. Their first collaboration DEJA 
VOUS, revisits older contemporary songs for cello 
and voice, feature Cold Mountain Songs by Rudolf 
Komorous set to the poetry of Han Shan of the 
Tang Dynasty. A newly commissioned work en-
titled Messages by Hand: A Collection of Postcards 
by Christopher Reiche will be given its Premiere 
Performance. Garden Elegy by British composer 
Jocelyn Pook is set to the poetry of King James I 
of Scotland during his 18 year imprisonment. Also 
included on the program is Canto by Mark Hand, 
Sappho Fragments by Linda Catlin Smith (newly 
arranged by Hasselberg and Lewis) and excerpts 
from 13 Harmonies by John Cage.

GREEN LIGHT MAUSOLEUM
Green Light Mausoleum is a dis-
sonant affront to classification. 
This local father-son-and-two-of-
the-son’s-friends project is the ca-
cophonous product of almost two 
years of changing ideas, lineups, 
and guitar tunings. Come for the 

punk energy, stay for the erratic, reverberated dron-
ing. At the very least we hope to confuse you.

JOSÉ DELGADO-GUEVARA
Violinist, violist, composer and 
educator. Canadian born in Costa 
Rica, educated in Costa Rica, 
Michigan, France, Mexico and 
Mississippi. Simple gestures to cre-
ate an emotional effect.
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Instruction available in
Acoustic Guitar • Banjo • Bass • Cello • Drums • Electric Guitar • Keyboard • Mandolin

Music Theory • Percussion • Piano • Songwriting • Ukulele • Violin • Viola • Voice • and more!

250.563.1153 • 1010 4th Avenue 
(NW corner of 4th & Queensway, entrance on Queensway)

www.dreamlandpg.com

Building creative community!
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MARINA HASSELBERG
marinahasselberg.com 
Along with being the Artistic 
Director of NOVO Ensemble, 
Marina is an active and passionate 
chamber musician specializing in 
new and baroque music. In 2008 
Marina left her home country 

(Portugal) and moved to Canada where she was 
offered several scholarships and awards to pursue a 
Master’s in Literature and Performance at the Uni-
versity of Western Ontario (completed in 2010 with 
distinction). Since then Marina has performed with 
the Tafelmusik Baroque Summer Institute Orches-
tra (Toronto), American Bach Soloists Academy 
Orchestra (San Francisco), Victoria Baroque Players 
(Victoria, BC), Orchestra London (London, ON), 
Okanagan Symphony Orchestra (Kelowna, BC), 
Kamloops Symphony Orchestra (BC), and Van-
couver’s Orchestra Armonia, NOVO Ensemble, 
Vancouver Metropolitan Orchestra, Redshift Music 
Society, Vancouver Pro Musica, Vancouver New 
Music, Stellaria, St. Andrew’s Wesley Oratorio 
Singers, The Little Chamber Music Series That 
Could, Turning Point Ensemble, Restless Produc-

tions, and Early Music Vancouver Cantata Project 
Players. An advocate for new works, especially those 
by Canadian composers, Marina has commissioned 
and premiered many new pieces with several more 
being written for future premieres. Marina’s love of 
all the arts, especially dance, film and theater, is lead-
ing to the creation of inter-disciplinary works that 
cross genre boundaries. As a baroque cellist, Marina 
dedicates a lot of her time to playing and studying 
the repertoire and historically informed performance 
practice of the 17th and 18th centuries. Marina plays 
an Italian cello from 1860, and a David Rubio ba-
roque cello kindly loaned by Dianne Miskey. 

FRANÇOIS HOULE
“a spectacularly versatile clarinet-
ist who appears to have no limita-
tions stylistically or sonically”
—Mark Swed, LA Times

Clarinetist François Houle has es-
tablished himself as one of today’s 

most inventive musicians, in all of the diverse musical 
spheres he embraces. He has been listed on numer-
ous occasions in Downbeat magazine’s Readers and 
Critics’ Polls as “Talent Deserving Wider Recogni-
tion” and “Rising Star”. Inspired by collaborations 
with the world’s top musical innovators, François 
has developed a unique improvisational language, 
virtuosic and rich with sonic embellishment and 
technical extensions. He has worked with Joëlle Lé-
andre, Benoît Delbecq, Evan Parker, Samuel Blaser, 
Gerry Hemingway, Marilyn Crispell, Harris Eisen-
stadt, Michael Bates, Myra Melford, René Lussier, 
Alexander Hawkins, John Butcher, Georg Graewe, 
Jerry Granelli, Håvard Wiik, Gordon Grdina, 
Yitzhak Redid, Guillermo Gregorio, Eyvind Kang, 
Hasse Poulsen, and many of Canada’s top creative 
music artists.

His extensive touring has led to solo appearances 
at major festivals across Canada, the United States, 
Europe and Australia. A prolific recording artist, 
he has released over twenty recordings as a leader, 
earning multiple Juno Award and West Coast Music 

2016/17 Season 
Subscriptions On Sale Now!

www.theatrenorthwest.com

Celebrating 20 Years of Professional Theatre
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Beauty is Everywhere
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Award nominations. He is the founder of Afterday 
Audio, a record label dedicated to the documenta-
tion and dissemination of his many musical projects 
and collaborations. In addition, he has appeared on 
numerous recordings on the Songlines, Red Tou-
can, Leo Records, Drip Audio, PSI, Between-the-
Lines,Nuscope, Spool, hat[now]ART, Redshift, 
CRI, among others. He was artistic director of the 
Vancouver Creative Music Institute for 5 years.

François Houle is a Backun artist and clinician. 
He plays Backun clarinets, mouthpieces, bells, and 
barrels. In January 2015 François joined the Artistic 
Team for Steuer Reeds in Canada. Visit François on-
line at www.francoishoule.ca

HOWL
This all-ages workshop explores a 
day in the life of a grey wolf 
through music and theatre, culmi-
nating in a short performance Sat-
urday evening at 7 p.m. Some in-
struments will be provided, 

including a wolf-tuned piano, but feel free to bring 
your own favourite howlers. Workshop Saturday 
2:30-3:30 pm. 

JOOKLO DUO

“It is like the roaring energy of 
punk meeting the possibilities of 
improv or like watching someone 
microwave jazz until it explodes all 
over the window in a yellow 
paste.”

(Was Ist Das)

Blowing minds all over the world since 2004 with 
hundreds of charming performances and some cult 
records, Jooklo Duo (Virginia Genta on reeds, flutes, 
piano, percussion and David Vanzan on drums) 
keeps spreading their powerful and uniquely vibrant 
sound, deeply rooted in free jazz avant-garde but 
heavily influenced by traditional folk music, and at 
the same time open to extreme sound experiments.

Over the years the perpetual research for new and 
challenging combinations has led Genta and Van-
zan to form a large variety of ensembles and to col-
laborate with artists as Bill Nace, Chris Corsano, 
Thurston Moore, Dror Feiler, Dylan Nyoukis, 
Hartmut Geerken, Makoto Kawabata, Sabu Toyo-
zumi, Tamio Shiraishi, and many others. This year 
at Casse-Tete, they appear in their JOOKLO ZAP-
PA incarnation with Stanley Jason Zappa.
The duo has also been working with the Merce 
Cunningham Dance Company alongside John Paul 
Jones and Takehisa Kosugi, performing for “Nearly 
Ninety” in Madrid (April 2009, Teatro del Canal), 
and in London (October 2010 at the Barbican Cen-
tre).
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PATRICK KILCULLEN
Born and raised in Prince George, 
Patrick is a regular local performer. 
Although classically trained, he 
most frequently performs jazz or 
blues. When he is not performing 
live music around the city, he 
teaches piano to students of all 

ages at Dreamland School of the Arts. He is also a 
current graduate student in physics at UNBC. Pho-
to credit: Pearl Loerke Photography.

CATHY FERN LEWIS
Cathy Fern Lewis is renowned as 
a highly versatile soprano and 
sound artist.

An ambassador and active expo-
nent of Canada’s new music and 
art scene, Lewis has premiered 

over one hundred pieces by prominent composers 
and created her own multi-media works that push 
the boundaries of performance.

Lewis earned a BMus from the University of Victo-
ria, BC; and devoted three subsequent years to vo-
cal training in Europe and Canada, studying under 
luminaries Frances James Adaskin, Selena James, 
Mary Morrison and Pierre Bernac.

She appears as soloist with symphony orchestras 
and in recitals of new and traditional music. Her 
improvisations have shaped the work of collabora-
tors from other disciplines; many pieces have been 
written expressly for her. Lewis’ personal creative 
explorations are uniquely interdisciplinary, combin-
ing movement, sound, film and installation. Her 
site-specific work has been presented by art galleries 
and festivals in Canada and Europe.

Lewis lives in Victoria BC and teaches at the Victo-
ria Conservatory of Music.

MIDDEN
Midden is a Gulf Island/Vancou-
ver based musician and bioarchae-
ologist. He creates soundscapes 
inspired by the complexities associ-
ated with working with remains 
from the distant past. Midden ex-
plores themes related to his name-

sake, specifically the intersection between romantic 
notions of the past and mundanity and darkness of 
day-to-day life. https://midden.bandcamp.com/

Pg9o9
Pg9o9 is the name applied to mu-
sic/sound projects from Oro Bar-
ton. He is an electronics instructor 
and builds homemade analog au-
dio equipment: synths, pedals and 
sequencers as a hobby. He lives in 
Prince George BC and tries to 

never use a snare drum sound.
 

RODNEY SHARMAN
Rodney Sharman lives in Vancou-
ver, BC, where he is Composer-in-
Residence with Early Music Van-
couver and the Pacific Baroque 
Orchestra. He has been Compos-
er-in-Residence with the Victoria 
Symphony, the National Youth 

Orchestra of Canada and the Vancouver Symphony. 

Sharman has been Mentor-Composer for Turn-
ing Point Ensemble in their collaborations with 
the Prince George Symphony Orchestra, assisting 
young composers in writing new music for members 
of both ensembles. He was guest with the PGSO 
in January for the premiere of “Song from Faust”, 
Robin Norman, mezzo, PGSO conducted by Jose 
Delgado-Guevara. He performed (flute and voice) 
with soprano Cathy Lewis and pianist Dave Chok-
roun at Casse-tête, 2015.www.rodneysharman.com.
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Thursday, June 23

Midden 7:00 PM - 7:40 PM
Patrick Kilcullen 7:50 PM - 8:30 PM
Green Light Mausoleum 8:40 PM - 9:10 PM
Christians 9:20 PM - 10:00 PM
Pg9o9 10:00 PM - 11:00 PM

Friday, June 24

Kaia Andal 7:00 PM - 7:10 PM
Jose Delgado-Guevara 7:15 PM - 7:35 PM
Kathleen Yearwood 7:40 PM - 8:40 PM
Yawns a Fissure 8:50 PM - 9:30 PM
Stanley Jason Zappa Quintet 9:40 PM - 10:10 PM
The Arkestral Kiharmonic Wudang 
Prajnagnostic Brahmanauts

10:15 PM - 11:00 PM

Saturday, June 25

Panel Discussion 1:00 PM - 2:30 PM
Howl Workshop 2:30 PM - 3:30 PM
Improvisation Workshop with Jooklo 
Zappa

3:30 PM - 5:00 PM

Dinner break 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM

Howl 7:00 PM - 7:10 PM
Darren Williams 7:15 PM - 7:55 PM
Deja Vous 8:00 PM - 8:40 PM
Rodney Sharman 8:45 PM - 9:15 PM
François Houle 9:20 PM - 10:00 PM
Jooklo Zappa 10:10 PM - 11:00 PM

Sunday, June 26

Panel Discussion 1:00 PM - 2:30 PM
Improvisation Workshop with Cathy 
Fern Lewis

2:30 PM - 3:30 PM

Circuit Bending with Oro Barton 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM
Casse-Tete Arts Society AGM 4:30 PM - 5:00 PM

Festival Schedule
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DARREN WILLIAMS
Darren Williams is a saxophonist 
and bassoonist who pushes the 
limits of improvisation and ex-
tended instrumental technique 
into regions that are lyrical, terri-
fying, uncanny, and “more fun 
than spiked punch live” (Georgia 

Straight). Called “a raw, vocal explorer,” (Stuart 
Broomer, Musicworks, Downbeat) Darren has per-
formed with many renowned musicians including 
Eugene Chadbourne (USA), Chad van Gaalen (Cal-
gary), Myk Freedman (NYC), Mats Gustafsson 
(Sweden), Ig Henneman and Han Bennink (Neth-
erlands). Darren holds a BFA in music performance 
from York University and has studied with Casey 
Sokol, David Mott, George Lewis, and François 
Houle. He is involved in numerous ensembles and 
projects, notably co-leading and composing for the 
free-jazz quintet Robots On Fire which performed at 
the 2013 Vancouver International Jazz Festival. Cur-
rently Darren lives in Kelowna, BC where he oper-
ates a concert series dedicated to the presentation of 
experimental/improvised music called the Skin And 
Bones Music Series, which has earned him two 
Okanagan Arts Award nominations. Williams was 
awarded a Canada Council for the Arts grant for a 
national tour completed in the summer of 2013 to 
promote his debut solo album Reed, a collection of 
his own compositions. afivepence.wordpress.com

YAWNS A FISSURE
Yawns a Fissure is the collabora-
tive effort of musicians/sound art-
ists/composers Rebecca Bruton 
and Alexandra Spence.  Perform-
ing with violin, clarinet, analog 
and digital electronics, they create 
structured improvisations that are 

equal parts music, spatial cartography, and witch-
craft.  Together they wander through a delicate 
Chernobyl landscape, unveiling tiny, surprising 
sounds at the edge of silence. awnsafissure.word-
press.com - afivepence.wordpress.com - rebeccabru-
ton.com

KATHLEEN YEARWOOD
I have been composing, singing, 
writing and playing live for 46 
years. That is way too long.
kathleenyearwoodordeal.band-
camp.com
kathleenyearwood.tumblr.com

STANLEY JASON ZAPPA
Living Man. Pan-Tonality. New 
Textures. Jaya Saraswati. Born in 
California. Raised in New Jersey. 
“Educated” in Vermont. Masters 
degree in “doing things the hard 
way” in Manhattan and Brook-
lyn. Drove around America aim-

lessly. Then Portland. Now in Okanagan. Enor-
mous debt to Bill Dixon, Charles Gayle, Milford 
Graves, Marco Eneidi, Daniel Carter, Rashid Bakr 
and many, many others in the Free Jazz disapora. 
Equal debt to Conlan Nancarrow, Frank Zappa, 
Die Winteriesse, Phil Lesh, Reggae and Lebenden 
Toten. “play every note at every tempo and every 
dynamic at least twice in no particular order.” “more 

= more”

A company inspired by 
the Casse-Tete Festival. 

Innovative Instrument Labs was founded in 
Prince George, B.C. to make new instruments 
and to make old instruments in new ways. The 
Casse-Tete Festival has been and will continue 
to provide a focus on the cutting edge of instru-
mentation and musicianship that provides key 
creative stimulus to the company. Forcing us to 
discuss the edge of what is possible with music. 
And more generally, what can be done with mat-
ter to create sound?

IIL was founded to find out.
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Sunday, June 26, 4:30 pm
At The Exploration Place (333 Becott Place)

The meeting is open to the public and Nominations 
to the Board of Directors are welcome. Please 
submit Nominations for the Board of Directors in a 
sealed envelope to the address of the society (1010 4th 
Avenue) by 6:00 pm Friday, June 24, 2016, marked 
“Attention Nominating Committee.”

Nominations from the floor will also be accepted. 
Nominees must be present at the meeting to 
accept the nomination, or have provided written 
confirmation that they accept the nomination. 

ALL MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY, 
DEFINED AS ANYONE WHO HAS 
DONATED $50 OR MORE IN THE SAME 
CALENDAR YEAR, ARE ENCOURAGED 
TO VOTE.

NOTICE OF ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING



16

We’ve got 
your gear!

Make the most of your time in Prince George; find 
out about local attractions, restaurants and events.

Stop by the Visitor Centre to borrow a fishing rod, 
bike, or life jacket to explore our great outdoors!

Visitor Centre 
1300 1st Avenue
250-562-3700
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Panel Discussions
Panel Discussion #1: 
Attracting the Lightning Strike: Collaboration, 
Chaos, Intuition

Saturday, June 25, 1:00 pm, 

Regardless of where a musical performance may 
be situated on the spectrum of very composed to 
very improvised, collaboration opens up a space 
of uncertainty that can produce miraculous or 
disastrous results—sometimes within the same 
performance. Defining group improvisation as an 
emergent system, education theorist Keith Sawyer 
has written that “interaction among constituent 
components leads to overall system behavior that 
could not be predicted from a full and complete 
analysis of the individual components of the 
system.” Although the complex musical situations 
we create are inherently and deeply unpredictable, 
experience can give rise to working theories of 
collaboration. What makes a collaboration work 
for you as a player, as a composer, as a listener? Are 
there particular successes or failures of collaborative 
process that have shaped your artistic practice, and 
if so, how? How do you identify collaborative 
situations that are likely to give rise to satisfactory 
outcomes? 

Participants are Virginia Genta, Francois Houle, 
David Vanzan, Darren Williams, Kathleen 
Yearwood, Stanley Jason Zappa; Moderator is 
Jeremy Stewart.

Panel Discussion #2: 
Musical Literatures: Documentation, In and 
Outside Texts

Sunday, June 26, 1:00 pm, 

For centuries, the documentation of music—
notation, recordings, music histories, criticism—has 
arguably been as important to the transmission of 
musical ideas and practices as musical sound itself. 
In the 20th century, artists working in profoundly 
diverse traditions challenged the adequacy of 
standard notation, whether for its philosophical 
and political implications or its musical limitations, 
and sought to create alternatives. Documentation 
of all kinds has tended to sit uneasily with some 
communities’ insistence on the primacy of the 
personal connection, the personal stake in a musical 
tradition; recordings, histories, and other media 
can separate the music from the people. How 
have notation and documentation informed and/
or deformed your musical practice? Do traditional 
notational approaches limit musical thinking, and 
if so, how can those boundaries best be perforated? 
Do musical texts produce a net gain by broadening 
reception, or a net loss by alienating music from its 
own contexts and communities?

Participants are Rebecca Bruton, Jose Delgado-
Guevara, Cathy Fern Lewis, Rodney Sharman, 
Alexandra Spence; Moderator is Jeremy Stewart.
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Isaak Andal, Metamorphosis
The idea behind this is what I call “artistic prompting”; the concept of working not from a blank space but within 
an already existing framework in order to create something unique. Thus I have drawn five somewhat unfinished 
faces with a simple idea attached to them.

Look at them, change something, take a picture.

All equipment will be provided.

Photo by Chris Wagner. 
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José Delgado-Guevara

Rarely a Time Has Come to Remember
for 3 violins and piano

Kaia Andal
Gabrielle Jacob

José Delgado-Guevara
violins

Peter Stevenson
piano

Study
for 3 keyboards and clave

Barbara Parker
Kaia Andal

Patrick Kilcullen
keyboards

José Delgado-Guevara
claves

Photo by Chris Wagner. 
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Poor, Wayfarin’ Stranger- traditional, arranged and additional lyrics K. Yearwood

A Living Dog Is Better Than a Dead Lion - K. Yearwood- lyrics King James Bible

Wild Winds- KY

Motherless Child - Traditional - arranged and additional lyrics KY

This Guitar Is Wrecked - KY

Kathleen Yearwood
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Music for Awhile (1692)

Canto (1984)

Cold Mountain Songs (1987) 

Garden Elegy (1985)

Messages by Hand: A Collection of Postcards 
(2016)

Esplanada Espana
Hotel Pierre
Mr. Stephen

The Swans, Stanley Park
Vancouver City Hall

Sappho Fragments

Nature Boy (1948)

Deja Vous

Henry Purcell 

Mark Hand

Rudolf Komorous

Jocelyn Pook

Christopher Reiche

Linda Catlin Smith 
arranged by Hasselberg and Lewis

Eden Ahbez
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Martin Bartlett was born in Croydon, England in 
1939, and grew up in Vancouver, BC. He received 
degrees in English and Music from the University 
of British Columbia and a Master’s degree in 
Electroacoustic Music from Mills College, Oakland 
where he studied under Terry Riley and Pandit 
Pranh Nath.

He was influenced by David Tudor and John Cage, 
and took an early interest in building electronic 
instruments, working with Don Buchla, David 
Behrman and others. He was a founding member 
of the Western Front Society and started the music 
program there in 1974. He taught composition 
at the University of Victoria and later at Simon 
Fraser University, eventually becoming the first 
director of graduate studies for the School for the 
Contemporary Arts.

Martin Bartlett had a great passion for the music 
of Indonesia, and was responsible for bringing the 
Javanese Gamelan to Simon Fraser University. His 
own work was often collaborative and aleatoric, 
and he also worked in theatrical and mixed media 
environments. He made an important and original 
contribution to the development of live electronic 

Martin Bartlett, Five Directions

music, devising elegant and open interactions for 
instrumental performers and computer-controlled 
synthesizer. He died in 1993 of AIDS-related causes.
Five Directions - an improvisation score for four 
players of groups (1972) - is based on the concept 
of the mandala, and a text from ancient Tibetan 
practice.

There are five directions, East, South, West, North 
and Centre. each is associated with a colour, an 
element, a sound, a passion, and a transforming 
wisdom.

East: white, water, flutes, hatred, the mirror-like 
wisdom

South: yellow, earth, drums, pride, the wisdom of 
equality

West: red, fire, bells, lust, the discriminating wisdom

North: green, air, horns, jealousy, the all-fulfilling 
wisdom

Centre: blue, ether, silence, stupidity, the wisdom of 
the real essence.





THE VALUE OF TRUE ARTISTRY
CAN’T BE MEASURED.

As an independent, full-service investment 
dealer, Raymond James has made an art of 

understanding, enhancing and preserving the 
value of things. And if it has taught us anything, 

it’s that the best things in life can’t be quantified. 
So, we prefer to focus on nobler pursuits - 

supporting the people who truly inspire us all.

We are proud to support Casse-Tête:
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